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DRAFT***************DRAFT***************DRAFT***************DRAFT********** 

Community Center    General Meeting                   Thurs., Nov. 14, 2024 at 18:30 

DRAFT***************DRAFT***************DRAFT***************DRAFT********** 

Bayland Park 

6400 Bissonnet Street 

Houston, Texas 77074 

and virtual via Zoom 

 

Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

Gena Sylvester, President; Jeanie Spriggs, Vice President; Reese Ermis, Recording Secretary and 
Committee Chairperson; Brian Barragy. Committee Chairperson; Bert Ruiz, Communications 
Secretary and Committee Chairperson; Andrew Mikkelsen, Braes Timbers Delegate; Doug Phillips, 
Braeburn Terrace Section 1 Delegate; Stephen Polnaszek, Neighborhoods to Trails SW; Don Hickle, 
Brays Bayou Association; Skip Reeder, Houston One Voice; Veronica Hernandez, City of Houston 
Department of Neighborhoods Community Liaison; Brian Pendleton, Harris County Commissioner 
Precinct 4; Ariana Campos, Texas Senate District 15 Staff (See Attachment #1: Sign-In Sheet.) 

I. WELCOME 

A. Call to Order 

Gena Sylvester, President, called the General Meeting of the Braeburn Super Neighborhood 
Council #30 to order at 18:34 on Thursday, November 14, 2024.   

B. Announcement of a Quorum 

As a simple majority of the duly designated Braeburn Super Neighborhood Council members 
(6) shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a general meeting, this meeting is 
with a quorum. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Consideration of and possible action on adopting the minutes of the General Meeting of the 
Braeburn Super Neighborhood Council #30 previously held on August 1, 2024. 
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 MOTION: to approve minutes as presented  

 MOVER: Stephen Polnaszek 

 SECONDER: Bert Ruiz 

 RESULT: Adopted without objection 

 

III. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Sharpstown High School. Bert Ruiz committed to following up with Sharpstown High 
School regarding the data and strategy plan they verbally shared during the small group meeting 
we had with them weeks earlier. They committed to sharing the documented plan and data on 
the number of students in violation of truancy come from their school. Bert Ruiz and Brian 
Barragy discussed crime updates, including violence, weapons, and gang activity. Jeanie 
Spriggs discussed unsafe traffic conditions. 
B. Neighborhood Resiliency Update. (See Attachment #2: Neighborhood Resiliency 
Update.) Gena Sylvester states we will contact them at the beginning of next year and that the 
City appears to be returning issues to the Braeburn Super Neighborhood. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Brays Oaks Management District. Gena Sylvester states that all members are south of 
Brays Bayou and do not represent the area north of the bayou while taxing them, and they 
rejected applications from two Braeburn Super Neighborhood delegates. Several delegates have 
witnessed that board members there do not know their jurisdiction or our super neighborhood 
area without looking at maps. A discussion about relocating Braeburn Super Neighborhood 
from Brays Oaks Management District to a new management district or the Southwest 
Management District. Veronica Hernandez states the Gulfton Management District had to 
collect business signatures for previous changes. Ariana Campos suggests looking up special 
district purposes, the purpose of the Brays Oaks Management District, and testifying at the 
legislative committee hearings in Austin. Consensus to attend Brays Oaks Management District 
committee meetings. 

B. District J Patrol. Gena Sylvester states they may promote veteran and senior affairs 
through the Good Neighbor Program and have board elections coming up. A discussion follows 
on the lack of group awareness and potential new signage. 

C. Police Turnover. Gena Sylvester states that South Gessner recently experienced an 
executive staff turnover. Lee Donovan is from Westbury and commanding the South Gessner 
station. Metro PD also has a new Chief of Police. 

D. Super Neighborhood Alliance. Gena Sylvester and Stephen Polnaszek state the Alliance 
is infighting and not escalating issues to council members. Gena Sylvester has requested a 
phone call to discuss this. Veronica Hernandez states super neighborhoods liaison with the 
Department of Neighborhoods. Brian Barragy states the Department of Neighborhoods should 
then aggregate and escalate issues for the super neighborhoods. Consensus on meeting with 
other super neighborhood leaders in the region. (See Attachment #3: Bylaws Handout.) 

E. Bylaws update. Veronica Hernandez states the City of Houston will not provide funding 
when super neighborhoods do not update their bylaws to recommendations. Gena Sylvester 
states the document will be sent out to delegates. 
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F. Brays Bayou. A discussion on drainage infrastructure at SH-288, Texas Medical Center, 
and Beechnut at the railroad tracks. 

G. Board elections for 2025. (See Attachment #4: Slate for Nomination of Board 
Members.) A discussion regarding the treasurer's role and lack of duties due to funds and no 
501 designations. 

NOMINATIONS: President - Bert Ruiz; Vice President - Brian Barragy; Recording 
Secretary - Gena Sylvester; Communications Secretary - Jeanie Spriggs; 
Treasurer - Vacant/Inactive. 

 RESULT: Pass without objection. 

 

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Skip Reeder states the proposed low-income housing at Doty Landfill may return at a 
later time. Brian Barragy and Ariana Campos discuss superfund sites. 

B. Ariana Campos passes a handout and offers a legislative workshop at 4808 Gibson St 
#210, Houston, TX 77007 on November 20 at 6 PM. (See Attachment 5: SD 15 Handout.) 

C. Gena Sylvester states that Bayland Park Community Center has a 45-day scheduling 
window for the whole year now. Brian Pendleton states he is aware of the issue. 

D. Veronica Hernandez states a food pantry will open at Bayland Park. 

E. Brian Pendleton states the Bayland Park re-work may begin next late year or early 
spring of 2026. 

F. Veronica Hernandez states a Thanksgiving luncheon is from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM for 
Houston Police officers. 

G. Brian Barragy offered space for the Houston Police Polaris but has not heard anything. 

 

VI. ADJOURN 

Gena Sylvester announced that the General Session of the Braeburn Super Neighborhood 
Council #30 was adjourned without objection on Thursday, November 14, 2024, at 20:14. 
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ATTACHMENT #1: SIGN-IN SHEET 
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ATTACHMENT #2: NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCY UPDATE 
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ATTACHMENT #3: BYLAWS HANDOUT 
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ATTACHMENT #4: SLATE FOR NOMINATION OF BOARD MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 11 of 12 
 

 

ATTACHMENT #5: SD 15 HANDOUT 
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